i\

£y

Shaykh Sidi Muhammad al-"Arabi bin al-Sa’ih

Shaykh Fakbruddin al-Owaisi
Released by www.marifah.net 1428 H

Sayyidina al-Shaykh al-"Arif Billah Aba Hamid Muhammad al-"Arabi bin Muhammad al-
S2’th al-Sharqt al-'Umari was born in the ancient city of Meknes (Miknasat al-Zaytin),
Morocco, in 1229 H (1814 CE), to a family who were direct descendants of "Umar al-Faraq
ibn al-Khattab .

He was a renowned 19" century Moroccan scholar of Hadith, Maliki Figh, Tasawwuf and
Arabic poetry. His teachers included men like al-Faqth al-Muhaddith Sidi “Abdul Qadir al-
Kawhan, al-"Allamah Muhammad al-Hadi Badw’, Shaykh al-Sharif Walid al-"Iraqt and other

savants. He also exchanged 7azar with many famous North African scholars.



Moreover, al-Wali al-Salih, Sidi al-"Arabi bin al-Sa’ith was one of the greatest Tijani Saints of
his time. He took the Tijani Tariqah from accomplished spiritual masters such as Sidi “Abdul
Wahhab al-Ahmar and Mawlay Muhammad bin Abul Nasr al-"Alawi of Fez, and the Qutb
Sidi "Ali al-Tamasini of Algeria, all of whom were venerated Mugaddams of the
Muhammadan Saint Sayyidina Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijant .

Renowned as a friend of Allah, countless seekers approached him to take the Way from him.
Among these were men who later on became great Masters themselves.

Sidi al-"Arabi established a beautiful Tijani Zawiyah in Rabat that became a well-known
center of Islamic Knowledge and Spirituality and remains so till today. It is also from
amongst those few Zawiyahs which have preserved the traditional Moroccan fisi style of
reciting the blessed Qasidat al-Burdah.

His greatest service to the Tariqah, however, was authoring the masterpiece called Bughyat al-
Mustafid which became one of the motherbooks of Tijani Sufism, and which was a detailed
commentary on the Sufi Poem called Munyat al-Murid, written by the Mauritanian Tijani
master, Shaykh Ahmad Tijani bin Sidi Baba al-"Alaw1 al-Shingiti. Due to his mastery of the
sciences of Shari'ah and Haqigah, as well as deep understanding of the Tijani Path, Sidi al-
Arabi’s works became essential reference works for later Tijanis. Sidf al-Arabi also mastered
the works of al-Shaykh al-Akbar Muhiyuddin Ibn "Arabi and quotes from them extensively
in his works.

The Bughyat al-Mustafid is a brilliant exposition of zasawwuf and has gone through numerous
prints. ! Explaining the wirds (litanies) that disciples of the Suft Orders recite after gaining

permission from their Shaykhs, he writes in the celebrated Bughyah:

The reality of the awrad is that they are contracts and commitments
that Allah has taken from His servants through the Shaykbs.

Therefore, he who honored the Shaykbs and stayed true to his contract
and fulfilled his commitments will gain the goodness of both W orlds.

Allah most High says:
‘O Ye who Believe! Fulfill your contracts’ 2

‘Among the believers are men who have been true
to the contract they made with Allah’ 3

1 the best one being the 2002 edition by the Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah of Beirut. His poem Munyat al-
Murid can be read on this site: www.nafahat7.net

2 Sarat al-Ma’idah; 1

3 Surat al-Ahzab; 23



And he who makes little of the Shaykbs,
and neglects the contracts and commitments (he made),
then that will be the cause of his zaygh (deviation from the Straight Path)
and the puncturing of his boat (i.e. his destruction).

Allah most High says:

‘It is deeply abhorrent to Allah that

24

you should say what you do not do’.

Explaining the magam (spititual rank) of Khatam al-Wilayat al-Mubammadiyya (Seal of
Muhammadan Sainthood), which Tijanis attribute to Shaykh Sidi Ahmad al-Tijani, he writes:

The meaning of his (Shaykh Sidi Ahmad al-Tijani) being the &hdtam (Seal) of the rank
of al-Wilayat al-Mubammadiyyah (Muhammadan Sainthood) is that none will appear in
that rank in the (complete) way that he appeared, therefore, he is the Seal of the
complete manifestation of that rank, and not (the seal of) the rank itself.

Quite a few scholars authored separate works on Sidi al-"Arabr’s life and intellectual and
spiritual achievements, such as the Moroccan historian Shaykh al-Faqth Muhammad al-
Hajujt who authored al-Aghar al-Atirat al-Rawa’ih fi al-Ta rif bi-Mawlana al-"Arabi bin al-Sa’ib,
and the contemporary Moroccan Tijani research scholar Dr. al-Sharif Muhammad al-Radi
Gannun al-Hasani al-1drisi who authored a/-Misk al-Fa'ih bi-Dhikr ba’ad Managib Sidi al-* Arabi
bin al-Sa’ih, and Shaykh al-"Arabi bin “Abdullah al-Wazzani. His biography is also found in a/-
Alam by al-Zarakli, al-Ightibat bi-Tarajim A lam al-Rabat by al-Bujandar, and A Jam al-Fikr al-
Mu’dsir bil-Udwatayn by ~Abdullah al-Jarrari.

His trusted friend, the saintly scholar and poet, Sidi Muhammd Balaminu al-Rabati wrote
about him:

I traveled the lands of the East and the West (in vain)
To find the likeness of the Imam al-"Arabi bin al-Sa’ih
The Star of Guidance, the Pole of (spiritual) height, Our Teacher
The succor of every inanimate and animate object

Sidi al-"Arabi bin al-S2’th passed away in 1309 (1892) in Rabat, where he used to live, and
where his blessed Tomb and Zawiyyah remain. May Allah sanctify his Secret. Awmin.

4 Sarat al-Saff; 3



