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He is Shaykh Muhammad Murshid b. Muhammad Abu al-Khayr b. Ahmad b. ‘Abdul
Ghani b. ‘Umar ‘Abidin, the brother of the great Hanafi Fagih Muhammad Amin
Effendi, better known as Imam Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami 4. He was born in 1914 (1332
H) and received his formal education at the primary schools of Damascus.

! Dr. Yahya al-Ghawthani is Syrian scholar and certified in the ten readings of the Qur’an. We thank
Shaykh Abul Hasan for informing us of the biography he has written.



Shaykh Murshid ‘Abidin however began his studies with his father, Shaykh Aba al-
Khayr ‘Abidin (d. 1343 H) the renowned scholar of Damascus, and received his first
Ijazat from him. Shaykh Murshid completed his education at the government schools
and then continued his studies at the Faculty of Law at the University of Damascus
where he graduated in 1935. He studied a great deal and benefited from his brother,
the Qadi (judge) and physician, the Mufti of Syria Shaykh Abu al-Yusr ‘Abidin (d.
1401 H), who raised him. He took also received Ijazat from him. Shaykh Murshid
mentioned in the introduction of his large book on Tafsir entitled Murshid al-Hayran
1la Buhith al-Qur’an that he heard the Hadith of Rahma from his brother, and read
with him the Musalsalat of Ibn *Agqila and the Awa’il al-‘Ajliniyya of which Shaykh
Murshid in turn read the opening Hadith with his students.

In his career, Shaykh Murshid ‘Abidin first worked as a trainee lawyer and then as a
teacher. Thereafter he entered the judiciary from 1942 till 1974. He was appointed as
a Qadi in Haska, Dhabk, Diima and finally in Damascus.

Shaykh Murshid ‘Abidin wrote several books:

Murshid al-Hayran ila Buhith al-Qur’an (3 volumes)
Al-Adyyat wal-Awrad wal-Adhkar

Al-Mustazraf fi al-Nawadir wal-Qasas wal-Hikayat wal-Hikam
Al-Durr al-Thamin fi Nasab al-Sadat al-Tahirin

In al-Durr al-Thamin fi Nasab al-Sadat al-Tahirin he wrote a genealogy of the ‘Abidin
family and also included his own biography. Shaykh Murshid is known for remarkable
high chains:

1. He narrated from his father, from his grandfather, from his grandfather’s
uncle, Imam Ibn ‘Abidin the author of Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala Durr al-Mukhtar
also known as Hashiyat Ibn ‘Abidin. This is one of the highest chains to the
author of the Hashiya.

2. He narrates from his father, from Abt Al-Mahasin al-Qawquyji.

He narrates from his father, from Shaykh Yusuf b. Badruddin from al-Amir

al-Saghir and al-Kuzbari al-Saghir.

»

In his final years Shaykh Murshid taught the Durr al-Mukhtir and Imam Ibn
‘Abidin’s Hashiya as well as Imam al-Pazdawi's Usil in his house as Shaykh ‘Abdul
Jalill ‘Ata al-Bakri read and Shaykh Wa’il Hanbali and others attended. He passed
away on the 3™ December 2007 (24 Dhu al-Qa‘da 1428 H) and his Janazah prayer was
performed in Jami‘ Abi al-Yusr ‘Abidin.

Shaykh Gibril Fouad Haddad also mentioned: “Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hafidh Wentzel and
myself visited him and heard from him the Hadith of Rahma in Safar al-Khayr 1425
(April 2004) at which time he gifted each of us a copy of his book on the genealogy of
the ‘Abidin family, entitled a/-Durr al-Thamin fi Nasab al-Sadat al-Tahirin. 1 handed
Sayyid Murshid a copy of my bilingual ‘40 Hadiths on the Fada’il of Sham and its
People’, which he would subsequently bring out before visitors and students and point
to the word "wa-Ahlihi" (And Its People) on the cover with his finger with a big smile.
He would also say to me: “You have beaten us all, don't ever remove it’ in reference to
the turban, which he said his father Abu al-Khayr, a Nagshbandi like the entire
‘Abidin family, greatly emphasized. But Sayyid Murshid was less of a Sufi and



Muhaddith and more of a Qadi. He graced my son Fouad with an [jaza ‘Amma when
we last visited him in June 2006 in his house on Barniyya Street, Damascus, in the
company of the Qart’ al-Jami‘ Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hakim Ushbara al-Jaza’ir1. Jazahullahu
‘an Ummati Sayyidina Muhammadin Khayra al-Jaza'. Wa-Inna lillahi wa-inna ilayhi
raji an.”

Shaykh Shoayb Ahmad further adds: “I visited him in 2006 along with my wife and
Shaykh W&’il Hanbali and we heard the Hadith al-Rahma from him.”

We pray Allah grants him the highest rank in Jannat al-Firdaws.
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